Garbology 101 Activity

Vocab-culture, archeology, anthropology, primary source

Step 1: (Whole group) Fold a piece of paper in half.  Using the samples of trash that your teacher has provided, list the contents of the sample on the left side.  On the right side of the paper, predict what you can learn about the person.  Predictions can relate to the culture of the individual/household including gender, eating habits, activities, hobbies, nationality, ages, number and type of residents, religion, etc.

Step 2: Go home and fill a Ziploc bag with a representation of trash (exclude bio-hazards or dangerous objects) from your home).  Do not put your name on the bag.  You teacher will use some method to identify your trash.  Complete half sheet and bring both to class.

Step 3: (Individual or Partner) Using your recording sheet, identify the sample, list the contents and make at least 3 predictions about the people in that household.  See if you can identify the student that brought in the trash sample.

Step 4: Have each student that brought a sample, come to the front of the class.  Have students share out their predictions about the household.   Have student share the ten facts about their household.  See if predictions were close.

Step 5:  (Whole class and Individual/partner) Take a paper and fold in half.  On top half, draw a quick sketch of the artifact your teacher displays.  Write at least 5 descriptive statements about the artifact (shape, texture, color, background, etc.).  On the bottom half of your paper, write at least 3 predictions about the culture the artifact is from.  You must give evidence to support each prediction.

Step 6: (Individual) Your teacher will show you 3 artifacts.  You must draw a picture, write at least 3 descriptive statements, make at least 3 predictions about the culture and back up your claims with evidence.  This is your assessment.  You will be graded on the following rubric:

4 (100%)-A picture and at least 3 detailed and descriptive statements are made about the artifact.  At least 3 specific predictions/conclusions are made about the environment with detailed evidence from the artifact used to back up claims in paragraph form.

3.5 (90%)-A picture and at least 3 detailed and descriptive statements are made about the artifact.  At least 3 specific predictions/conclusions are made about the environment with detailed evidence from the artifact used to back up claims.

3 (85%)-A picture and at least 3 descriptive statements are made about the artifact.  At least 3 predictions/ conclusions are made about the environment with evidence from the artifact used to back up claims.

2 (75%)- A picture and some descriptive statements are made about the artifact.  At least some predictions/ conclusions are made about the environment with insufficient evidence from the artifact used to back up claims.

1 (65%)-A picture or some descriptive statements are made about the artifact.  Few predictions/conclusions are made about the environment with insufficient evidence from the artifact used to back up claims.

0 (50%)-Assessment is missing major components, difficult to read.
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Garbology 101 Recording Sheet
	ID #
	Picture/5 descriptive statements
	Predictions of household (min. of 3) with evidence

	
	








	

	
	








	

	
	








	

	
	








	

	
	








	

	
	








	


Garbology 101 Assessment Sheet

	Artifact/3 descriptive statements
	3 predictions/conclusions about culture with evidence
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